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EIGHTY PERSONS !
CRUSHED TO DEATH
IN NEEDLESS PANIC1

I

Children Had Gathered to Receive Gifts From
Santa Clans When Man Thrusts Head

Into Hall and Cries "Fire."

IN AN INSTANT PANIC REIGNS,
AND EXITS ARE FILLED WITH DEAD

Narrow Stairway Is Principal Exit, and It Soon
Overflows With Bodies of Men, Women and
Children Who But a Moment Before Had

%

Been Joyous in Yuletide Festivities.Police¬
men and Firemen Enter Hall by Fire Es¬
capes and Force Maddened People Back.
Corpses Are Carried to Morgue Through
Ranks of Moaning*, Wailing Women.

Calumet. Mich.. December 24..Eighty persons, mostly children,
were killed to-night at a Christmas celebration of copper mine strik¬
ers in an Italian hall because of a needless panic caused by a false
alarm of fire.

While several hupdred miners and their wives looked on. the children
pressed eagerly towards 'ho stage to receive Christmas presents. At this
point a man put his head in » the door of the hall and yell: "Kir"!' 'I he
cry W8<» taken up by those in t^ie hall. Hverv one started for the doors.
The weaker were thrown to the floor. and those behind tried to climb over

those ahead of thein. The stairway and other avnuev- of "Bress were

blocked fo effectually that tho-f inside could not Ret out. and those without
<ould not get in to aid the panic--tricken crowd in the hall. It *.va« some

time before the panic subsided.
The alarm was spread outside the hull l>> a v. person.. who had been

.near the door and escaped unhurt A crowd soon assembled, and th»s
work of clearing the hali was begun. The principal exit was a narrow

stairway at the. back of tl'.e hall. When tills had b< en cleared of the bodies
that filled it to the tup and a quick accounting had been made, it was

tound that seventy-four corpse- had been piled up beside the hall building.
It is thought that a dozen other; were carried away by friends.

The dead that were piled tip beside the hall included thirty-seven
Kir! nineteen bo> .. thirteen women and five- men

Men and Women Ibi/.ed by Tragedy.
fclxcited men and women stood about the building, some dazed by the.

sudden change from holiday festivities to tragedy; others < jelling hysteri¬
cally for missing children, and a few even threatening vengeance to the
rescuers for keeping them back from the long row of bodies.

There was not much work for the many doctors who hurried to the
scene as soon a the- alarm was spread, for those who were not killed in
the first rush a ere held upright and safe by the vry force of the onru:h
toward the exit Only three injured persons were taken to hospitals, and
a few went home assisted by friend-.

For many days the children of the copper mine strikers had waited
expectantly for the Christmas tree exerciser that had been arranged by
the Woman's Auxiliary of the Western Federation of .Miner?. The enter¬
tainment was set for the early evening, and the hall, which is 011 the second
floor, was soon filled to its limit. The children selected to recite Christmas
selections and sing carols had finished their part o*' the program, and the
man selected to play-the part of Santa Claus had appeared to distribute the
presents that were plied around the large illumined tree.

The children were instructed to march up the ai:-l>-.s to the tree, so
that the presents could be handed to them. The aisles were tilled with the
boys and girls, when a large, bearded man thrust his head in at the door
of the main hallway and shouted: "Fire!"

Lives Are Crushed Out Almost in Twinkle.
The cry was repeated throughout the room in several languages as

parents roeo and rushed forward to get their children. Many lives were
crushed out in almost a twinkle. Then the physical impossibility of further
movement brought the panicky persons to their senses. It was realized too
late that there was no fire, but most of those in the hail could not get out
of the Jam they had caused.

Policemen and firemen hurried to the building. Several officers
climbed the fire-escapes and entered by the windows. In a short time the
uninjured and the faint had been pulled from the tangle of human beiugs
and placed In the front ot' the hall.

Other men began to pull the bodies of the dead and helpless from the
stairway and lay them In a room beside the building. This dispositoin
of the crumpled bodies was found inadvisable because of the hysteria it
caused among the spectators, and the dead were carried hack into the
hall as soon as it was emptied of frightened spectators. All the chairs
were lined with bodies, and corpses had to be placed in the kitchen of the
hall and beneath the stage.

Within an hour almost every person in Calumet was as near the sceno
as it was possible to get. The police formed a cordon about the palce and
kept back the crowd. After much effort a lane was opened through the
crowd and the bodies of the children were carried through rantys o*' moan¬
ing of wailing women to Red Jacket village hall, which was turned into a
morgue. Tt was many hours before all the bodies were identified.

During the confusion several bodies of children were wrongly identi¬
fied by mothers and taken away, only to be returned later by the parents,
who lind found their own offspring safe. Many parents ran about uncertain
whether their children were dead or alive. Many mothers fainted, while
fathers cursed all those who interfered with their mad search for lost girls
and boys.

Frantic Women Call for Little Ouc.s.
For hours frantic women ran the streets calling for their little ones.

Of llie 700 persons in the hall, more than three-fourths were children,
many of them having gone without their parents. These fathers and
mothers soon rushed to the scene and added to the confusion. They did
not understand what had taken place, and hindered the rescuers by in¬
sisting on information as to what was the matter.

There; was a fire-escape at the rear of the building, but only those
who were very near it could make any use of it until after the fatal rush
was over. Probably not more than 100 persons escaped by this means.
About a score more jumped from the windows near which they sat. As
it was not many feet from the ground, the jump did not cause injury.

The Italian llall was built about live years ago, and was well provided
for emergencies, it was thought. Tho entrance was a hallway about ten
feel deep. A stairway about eight feet wide led up from this vestibule
to a small binding about eight by ten feet. The main door of tho hall
opened on this landing. There Is a small cloakroom about then feet square
to one side of tho main door. Loss ot' lifo was heavy at the small door
of this room. The rush apparently turned many against the door and
crushed them to death.

The greatest number of dead in any one place, however, was at. tho
bottom of the stairway. Those who reached the stairs first evidently were
hurled to the bottom by those behind, and in this fashion the stairway was
filled almost to the ceiling. That death in most, instances was due to suf¬
focation under the weight or those who fell last was indicated by the fact
that few of the corpses bore marks of injuries. Hodies were crumpledand broken, but the features were not cut. or bruised.

It was ascertained that there was no flro at. or near the building to
cause the alarm. Fven the. Christmas tree did not show any ovidenco of
fire. It was lighted by electricity.

I^itilc Attempt, to Stem "Onrush.
Mrs. Annie Clemens, president of the Woman's Auxiliary, in charge of

the entertainment, said she was 011 the stage directing the distribution
of gifts when tho panic started, fiho said when tho fire cry spread throughthe house tho women in charge tried to stem the onrush, but their shouts

1. that nothing was wrong were futile.
Even tho children wore seized with panic, but the small children,

(Continued un Second Pago.)

Original Program Alter-
ed in Face of Threat¬
ened Opposition.

CHOICE OF WILSON
FOR COMPTROLLER

Name of Richmond Man Was to
Have Gone to Senate Before
Recess, but Leaders Find

That Republicans Have
Assumed Hostile

Attitude.
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Secretary Well SattM#ed.
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oughly patriotic manner. I have never
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RICHMOND'S FIRST BIG CHRISTMAS TREE

.

'

WALK FORTH FREE
ON CHRISTMAS GAY

[Many Convicts Arc Given their
Chance for Yuletide *

Happiness.
.

PRISON DOORS ARE OPENED

Governors Exercise Clemency,
but Bleasc Depart? From

Usual Custom.

Iin 1 to The Times-Dispatch.]
Raleigh. X. December 24..De-

itrtuined to spread as much Christmas
eherr as possible, iidvcniiir Craig this
afternoon 'ollowed up his nine pardons
uf yesterday by Ii!»*. rating ten addi¬

tional prisoners, nlti>* of whom were
sen| up for terms -ranging from three
years to twenty-five years. The newly
fr<-pfl prisoners hail from many mparts
of the State. They are: Robert Bowl-
it.fi, Franklin County, five years, for
burglary; Charles Hurton. Vance Coun-
t>. twenty-five years, for second degree
burglary: Kverett M Talton, Wayne
County, fifteen years, for second de¬
gree murder; William Rurns, Rowan
County, nine years, for manslaughter:
William Ruflln, Durham County, seven
years, for manslaughter; William Oos-
f.ftt, three years, for larceny; K. P.
Rruton. Richmond County, ten years,
for manslaughter; John .Tones, Polk
County, fifteen vara, for second de¬
gree murder: Randolph Harrington,
Richmond County, live years, for man-
slaughter; Rill McOowan, Pitt County.
j-.i\ months, for abandonment.

PARDONS AS GIFTS
Ten Prisoners \ro Relented Krnm

Oliio Penitent Inry.
Columbus, O.. December 24..Christ¬

mas gifts In the form of pardons was
tnado by Governor Cox to-day to ten
prisoners in th« Ohio Penitentiary.
Meadit#^ the list of thoso given im¬
mediate freedom was Paul Zeltner. of
Wood County, serving a life sentonco
for murder.
The terms of the other nine prison¬

ers would have expired on or before
January 1 next anil the Governor
granted pardons to them so that tlioy
might spend the holidays at homo.

MORE BLEASE PARDONS
During II(n Term H'" Itn.n Released

nut Convicts.
Columbia, S. C., December 24..The

total number of pardons and paroles
(.Continued on Third Pawe.)

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Great Norway Pine Is Frected

ori Fast Plaza of
Capitol.

MARINE BAND LEADS CHORUS

At Franciscan Monastery Ser¬
vices in ClroUo at Rcthlcliem

\re Reproduced.

Washington, Dfrcinber :'t.
Sam hold n Christmas I r<>«- party In-
nilit cm ilie east palaua of the Cupi-
tol, hundreds of children of Washing-
ton ;i t1 ending.
The tree was a huge Norway Mpruca

ablaze with fancy r 1"<1 ric. lights and
brilliant ornaments that scintillated
against the gray marble Canitol hulld-
frig. The Cnited States Marine Hand
led a chorus of 2.00 voices in Christmas
carols.
Tableaux of Mary and Joseph on the

way to Itethlehem. the shepherds on
the hillside, the Christ child in I lit*
manKer ami other incidents of the
birth ol' f'hri.st were enacted.
A group of automobiles parked at

the entrance of the Capitol grounds
were tilled with society folk, among
[whom were Mis. Julian James, Mrs.
John J. White, the tierman Ambassador
and Counters von lternstorff and Mrs.
Henning Jennings and Miss Katherine
Jennings.

Mlrinlglit >tn«« Celebrated.
A midnight mass identical in all save

one respect with that celebrated in the
tirotto Chapel at itethlchetn In Judea.
where Jesus was born, was sung to¬
night in the Bethlehem Orotto at the
Franciscan Monastery, on the outskirts
of Washington.
This is the one place in the world

where a reproduction of the Itethlehem
services is held and the beautiful lit¬
tle chapel, itself a replica of the one
in tin- Holy Land, was thronged with
notables from the national capital, In¬
cluding many diplomats and high gov¬
ernment otliclnls.
The only difference between the

Washington service and that cele¬
brated in Hethlehern of Judea is a
word. In Judea, the words of the
Gospel are: "And here she brought
forth" and "here laid hitn in a manger.''
In Washington the word "there" was
substituted for "here."
Among those who attended were Jos¬

eph Tumulty and family, secretary to
the President, the Austrian Ambas¬
sador and Madame Ouinba, the Costa
Rican Minister and Madame Calvo,
Chief Justice of tho United States Su¬
preme. Court and Mrs. NVhlte, Judge
. (Continued on Third Vr«u.>
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WILSON SPEEDING
10 VACATION HOME

President Spends Christmas I'.ve
Aboard Ilis Private

Car

FAMILY CIRCLE IS BROKEN

For First Time. Second Daughter
Is Not With Him for

J 11didavs.

On Hoard President Wilson s Special,
Atlanta, (5a., Di'rtMiihf'r -*4. -Christmas
Kv was spent quietly V.y President
Wilson and his l'amily on hoard their
private ear en route to I'ass Christian,
Miss., where they will arrive at day¬
break. After an all-dai journey
through the Oarolinas ami Georgia,
which brought recollections of tho Wil-

1 sons' early residence In these parts.
I the family dined together, spent a short
while in the observation parlor and
retired early.
One member of the family circle

was missing; for the llrst time on
Christmas I've, the second daughter.
Mrs. Fr!incls 11. Say re. who is tin In r

honeymoon trip in Kurope, ll.-r nbsctu'O
was recalled, especially t<> the group
as the train stopped at Gainesville,
Ga.. where she, as well as the I'resi-
dent's eldest daughter. Miss Margaret
Woodrow Wilson, were born, twontj
eight anil twentv-slx years ago. Tho,
President and Mrs. Wilson stood on
the ear platform and pointed out the
house to theii daughters the Misses
lOleanor and Margaret

AsKn for Turn Vlanry.
"Where's Tom llaney?" asked thn

President of the handful of persons
who had gathered at the rear of the
train.

"llere he Is," said a voire, as the In¬
dividual referred to, a somewhat aged
but vigorous looking station-master,
appeared.
The President and the stat ion-mas-

ter shook hands warmly. llaney has
been station-master for nearly fifty
years and remembers the family well.
"Who lives ill the old house?" tho

President asked, and tho stat ion-mas-
ter knew by the direction of the ques-
tioners' nod that he menat tho blrth-
place of his daughters.
"Nobody, it's closed up," said llaney,

"but how are you, Mr. President, we
hear you have been ill?"

"I'm quite wll," rplled the President
smilingly.
"Maybe you had better not stand out

in the cold," cautioned some one in the
crowd, and he thanked them for their
solicitude.
The engines were changed quickly

(Continued on .Eighth Pago.)

APPLAUDS STAR
AND GILDED TREE

Cheers Electric Display
at Big Community

Celebration.

OCCASION UNIQUE
IN CITY'S HISTORY

(Man-Made Star of Bethlehem
Journeys From City Hall to

Tip of Christmas Tree, Ablaze
With Thousands of Col¬

ored Lights.School
Choir Sings.

Twenty thousand people, packed if*
solid phalanx around th*> old Ford Ho-
t«d lot, turned their faces skyward at
the stroke of last night to watch a
brilliant whlto star sail slowly east-
ward from the City Hall to the tip
of a Christurns tree, the like of which
was never known outside of littl®
bovs' dreams.

Th>' deep-toned hell in the City Hall
tower was still aquiver with the music
of the sixth peal, when the mammoth
star, up to that moment a shrouded
device of wire and steel, burst forth
into light. For a bare ten seconds
It remained motionless. Then it brok<»
from its moorings, and moved slowly
across tho ISleventh Street chasm allva
with Christinas worshipers. to Its
foreordained position over the Christ¬
mas tree that whs reared by a God¬
fearing people to symbolize tho spirit
of giving.

'free Altln/r With I.ipfht.
At the moment when the star, after

a two-minute journey over its fragile
tramway, stood directly overhead tho
giant spruce. Miss Cora Lucille Thomp¬
son. daughter of City Electrician
Thompson, turned a magic switch, and
tho Community Christmas Tree sprang
into life.radiant lit tints of 3,000 red,
white and blue electric lights, glit¬
tering in the tinsel and trappery o£
Cliristmastide. hung with make-believe
silver and make-believe gold.
For a moment the great crowd re¬

mained inute in admiration. It be¬
came a child again,' and gazed in de¬
light upon this thing of tho forest In
royal livery. Then slowly, mere arose
a subdued handclapping, which grew
land grew until the acclaim became aUnigljty demonstration stirring tho
giant gathering from the picket fenco
of Capitol Square to the fartherest
point of vantage on the north lino ot
Broad Street.
With the first ripple of applause

came the shrill cheers of tho small
boy ami girl to whom heavon. accord-
in'- to tin* poet, is nearer than it is to
fathers and mothers. The youngstors
formed a full half of the big gatlier-
ing, and shouted their greetings joy-

| nusly to the city's tlrst municipal'Christas tree.
School Choir Sing*.

With the iirst movement of the star
toward the fairy-tree, a choir of 2,000
school children, under tho direction of
Professor Mercer, launched forth into
the hymn, "O. Little Town of Kethle-

I hem," aided by tho subdued accom¬
paniment of Kessnlch's Band, hidden
deep in the background.

J Perched high on an elevated plat-
form a motion-picture operator threw

! a brilliant quadrangle of light on a
curtain suspended on the wall of the
building that bounds the east side of
the Ford llotol lot. A moment later
tiu-re appeared on the curtain in bold
relief the words of tho hymn that was
(louring from 2,000 tht
As the star drew nearer and nearer

to Its goal more and more people joined
In tho singing. The hymn grew In
volume seeming to accompany the mov-
Ing star in Its triumphal progress. By
the time it stood poised over tho crownj of the Christmas tree the hymn had at-
talned to the proportions of a mighty| Rntheni in which all, young and old,
joined, whether they could sing or nqt4

l.lke Slur of nrthlelirtn.
'It was not difficult, while watching

the inan-niadf star ride uncannily
through the heavens last night, to
call to mind the night some two thou¬
sand years ago when three wise men
came from out of the Kast and "re-
jo iced with e\ceeding great Joy" at the
sight of a heaven-fashioned star, which
led th>*in eastwardly to a lowly home
ill .Itluoa.

I,ike the star that guided the wis*
i,, mi. last night's star, moved from tho
west to the east. In February, B. <'.
» it is not generally known but Christ
was born tour years before what is

common!?, reckoned as the Christian*
era the Star of Bethlehem paused at
the end of sis eastward Journev over
t c liiHiigt r-cradlo ot the Redeemer.

l.ast nlnhl. to pursue the parallel mm
stop further, the community star
pa used over the one symbol which,
next to the crosi. is the most Intimate
expression of tlo* world relief Ion ^ liicii
the lowly manner Child founded

After the tirst hymn came others.
"It Came I'poti the Midnight Clear.'
.Hark, the Herald Angels Smg. C.lor/
to the New-Found King," "Holy night,
Peaceful Night". "Joy to the Lord
and Come All Ye Faithful." followed
each other with only an Interval of .i
miniiti or two between one hymn niid
another, during which tho tree dark
during the uctual singing- was li«hted
up again Bights were cut off during
the singing to make more legible song
words on the curtain

llevcrence Holds Crowd.
Tho occasion was unique in the his-

torv of Richmond Always a city in
which tho spirit of Christmas reigned
strong, noted for its open hand and iti
open heart, it responded whole-heart¬
ed I.\ to the idea of rearing a mighty
Christmas tree to he nobody's in par¬
ticular. but everyboily's In this spirit
assembled 20.000 of Its citizens last
night, and there is little wonder at
the statement of the police that it was
the most orderly large crowd that
ever assembled in Richmond.

Hopes stretched on the property line
along Broad Street from the City Hall|eastwardlv to the farther corner of
the lot. aiid along Capitol Street from
the southeast corner of tho City Hall

| eastwardly. held in check the multi-
tudes that began swarminp to tho
scene shortly after o'clock WithinI half an hour the crowd was packed
eiuiit to twelve deep around the entireI citv umferenco of the barrier. On th»
Capitol Street side th" crowd tilled th<»
street to the picket fence that guard*
Capitol Square and overflowed Into lh»
park beyond.

In a Modern Sftllng.
To the philosopher in the crowd, th*

I occasion ottered tho Interesting study


